
From the Principal 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Point of View 

 

When I look at a patch of dandelions, I see a bunch of weeds that will take over my garden. 

My kids see flowers for mum. 

When I see an old drunk and he smiles at me, I see a smelly, dirty person who probably wants money 

and I look away. 

My kids see someone smiling and they smile back. 

When I feel wind on my face I brace myself against it, I feel it messing my hair and pulling me back 

when I walk. 

My kids close their eyes, spread their arms and fly with it until they fall to the ground laughing. 

When I pray I see thee and thou, grant me this, give me that. 

My kids say “Hi God. Thanks for my toys and my friends. Please keep bad dreams away tonight.” 

When I see a mud puddle I step around it, I see muddy shoes and dirty carpets. 

My kids sit in it. They see dams to build, rivers to cross and worms to play with. 

When I hear music I love, I know I can’t carry a tune and don’t have much rhythm so I sit self       

consciously and listen. 

My kids feel the beat and move to it. 

They sing out the words but if they don’t know them they make up their own. 

I wonder if we are given kids to teach or learn from? 

Both I believe. 

No wonder God loves little children. 

Enjoy the little things in life. One day you may look back and realise that they were the big things. 

I wish you big mud puddles and sunny yellow dandelions. 

 

Author unknown 

 

 

Kind Regards 

Anne Hines 

Principal 

 

Congratulations 

Mrs Frances Garzaniti has been appointed principal at Holy Spirit from 2018. Frances visited       

recently and was impressed by the students’ attention to their learning and our beautiful facilities. 

 

Kindergarten Orientation for 2018 

There is a parent only meeting on Monday 30th October at 7pm in the MPA. At this meeting the 

teachers will outline the program for the children starting kindergarten. On Wednesday 1st           

November from 9:15am to 10:30am there is a meeting for parents and new kindergarten children. 

Parents and children are asked to gather in the MPA. The children will then move across to the 

Kindergarten room and parents will hear from our financial secretary and school counsellor. The 

morning should conclude at 10:30am.  
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Extra-curricular Music Ensemble 

Students learning ‘strings’ are rehearsing at lunch time each Monday for a performance at our week 

4 assembly. Mr Phil Rook and Mr Glenn Green are facilitating these rehearsals. 

 

School Committee 

Our last meeting for the year will be held next Tuesday 24th October in the library at 7pm. Mr 

Mackey our REC will share some RE ideas that are used in classes. All parents and carers are      

welcome to attend. 

 

Staff Development Day 

On Friday 27th October the staff will engage in professional learning. The topic for the day is ‘The 

stories Jesus told: the story Jesus lived’. Please note that there will be no classes for students on this 

day. 

 

Mufti Day 

On the last day of term our mufti day raised $445 to support the family of Julian Cadman, Year 2 

student (from St Bernadette’s Lalor Park) who was tragically killed in the attack on Barcelona. 

Thank you for supporting this social justice initiative. 

 

School Playground 

We are very grateful to Catholic Education, Diocese of Parramatta for providing the funding to     

replace the softfall with cement. Once we have a firm surface we hope to install some artificial grass 

on some of the play areas. Weather permitting this work is planned to be completed in the next two 

weeks.  

 

Extra- Curricular 

This term we will host the Nepean one-day chess Tournament here at Holy Spirit on Thursday 

November 2nd. A number of children will participate. 

 

Sunday’s Readings 

Next Sundays readings invite us to look carefully at our lives, to check the direction in which we are 

headed. We are being reminded to check our ambitions. What are my hopes for myself, for my     

family? Am I being caught up in ambitions that are really just distractions from what really        

matters? Are my hopes helping or harming my relationships? Am I so anxious about the future or so 

distracted by my dreaming about it that I am not really focusing on the only life I have - which is the 

life of the present moment? Thinking of God’s love we can entrust the future to him. Thinking of   

Jesus’ courage, we can face the present, whatever its pain, in trust, knowing that the best way to 

help our future is to live the present moment as well as we can. Let us long for the eternal           

communion with God that is heaven. We are made for that and our hearts remain restless till we 

enjoy it. But this longing must not distract us from living now as truthfully and lovingly as we can, 

while remaining open to God’s grace. The one for whom we long is with us now, and at the end of our 

life God will take us as very dear children into an eternal embrace. May this sure hope give us the 

courage we need to concentrate now on living a life of love. Fr Michael Fallon  

 

Date for your diary 

On Tuesday 28th November at 7pm we will have a Christmas Carols Night here at Holy Spirit.  

Drinks and snacks will be on sale from 6:30pm. Children are asked to wear Christmas colours of red 

and green on the night. More information will be provided later in the term. 

 

Attendance 

Every Learner, Every Day is about the importance of attendance for every student, on every school 

day and to promote a healthy attendance culture. In term 4 it is important that we continue the good 

attendance that we have enjoyed during the year. Keep up the good work!  

 

Extra Curricular Cricket Clinic 

This will run across the school from K-6, this term. It is a 4 week program run by Cricket Australia. 

The program is made up of practical cricket activities that focus on fun, fitness and friendships with 

the aim of increasing participant’s confidence and competence.   



Liturgy  
Committee 

 
A Prayer for  

Mission 

 

God of love and 

goodness, 

You raise up good 

people who show 

with their lives 

that they follow 

the gospel of your 

Son, Jesus. 

 

Fill us with your 

grace, so that our 

lives and words 

will be as true as 

our faith. 

 

May we grow more 

and more in your 

sons likeness. 

 

We ask this 

through Christ our 

Lord. 
 

Amen 

Student Attendance rate for last week was 92.57% 

Remember every school day counts! 

What did the 

ground say to the 

Earthquake? 

 

You crack me up! 

From the Assistant Principal 
Literacy is pivotal to all learning and key to enhancing lifelong         

opportunities for each and every student. Knowledge, skills and       

understandings in Literacy are central to overcoming social, cultural 

and economic disadvantage and providing the skills to participate   

fully in democratic society. It is therefore critical that each student 

has every opportunity to learn to become fully literate. 

 

As a system, Catholic Education, Parramatta Diocese is committed to 

improving literacy skills in our students. As a diocese we focus 100 

minutes per day on the specific task of teaching English. This time is 

broken up to cover aspects of literacy that include reading, writing, 

speaking and listening.  

 

As a staff we are continually learning by attending Professional        

Development, at school and off site and working towards our specific 

goal to improve literacy at Holy Spirit. This year our goal was  centred 

on the improvement of writing. The children have experienced exciting 

activities that are a stimulus for their writing. They are also given the 

opportunity to write daily for different purposes and audiences. 

 

Teachers make choices everyday to use activities that have a high    

impact on student learning. They evaluate their teaching processes by 

looking at data and discussing student growth. We continue to focus 

on surface level learning (e.g. punctuation) but teachers are trying to 

extend students by assisting in the transfer of their learning to new 

tasks in all areas of the curriculum.  

 

Christine Figuero 

Assistant Principal 



Parents if  your child is sent home with a change of uniform from 
sick bay. We ask if you can please wash and return the items to the 
office as soon as possible. Thank you for your understanding. 



What’s Happening at Holy Spirit… 
Thursday 19 October  Buddy Mass ~ Years 2 & 5 ~ 9am 
    Mission Week Activities ~ Recess (10:50am) &  
    Lunch  (1:30pm) 
 
Tuesday 24 October  Year 4W Reconciliation ~ 11:30am 
 
Wednesday 25 October  Year 4R Reconciliation ~ 11.30am 
 
Friday 27 October   Staff Development Day ~ No classes today 
 
Monday 30 October  Kinder 2018 Parent Information Night ~ 7pm 
 
Tuesday 31 October  Year 5 Leadership Day ~ Blue Gum Lodge 
  
Wednesday 1 November  Kinder 2018 Orientation Morning 9:15am ~ 10:30am 
 
Thursday 2 November  Buddy Mass ~ Year 3 ~ 9am 
    Nepean Chess Tournament 
 
Friday 3 November  School Assembly ~ 2:15pm Mission Liturgy 
    Diocesan Gymnastics Competition  

Message from Busways 

School Opal Card – Help Us to Help You! 

An important requirement of School Opal card is the need for students to Tap On and Tap Off when 

they travel to and from school. 

Opal data gathered by tapping on and off is used to determine demand for bus services. If students 

don’t tap on and tap off, services may be cancelled due to the lack of recorded patronage. 

With this in mind, we ask for your assistance in reminding your child that tapping on and off at the 

beginning and end of each trip is one of the conditions of using a School Opal card. This in turn 

helps us ensure we are able to provide the appropriate level of service to your students. 

To further promote the use of School Opal, Busways will also be conducting checks on School Opal 

cards over the coming months. All students travelling on buses to and from school will be required 

to show their card and ensure they Tap On and Tap Off every time they catch the bus. Students 

without an Opal Card will be provided with a brochure to take home identifying how they can get 

an Opal Card. 

Please support Busways staff with afternoon boarding and checks to ensure minimal delays to bus 

departure times and demonstrate a united front to students on bus travel and Opal Card use. 

 







Community Events 


